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WHEN ARCHITECT ERIC MASTERSON STAMPS His WOODEN WALKING STICK UPON THE GROUND, IT 1S, 
TRANSFORMED INTO A MYSTICAL WEAPON CALLED THUNDERSTRIKE! ARMED WITH INCREDIBLE POWERS, 
MASTERSON WORKS TO PROVE THAT ONE MAN MUST MAKE A DIFFERENCE. BECAUSE THIS WORLD STILL 
NEEDS HEROES! STAN LEF PRESENTS ... THUNDERSTRIKEI— 
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NeW cover, by such notables as James 
Ey. Bran Sttroeze, Ron Frenz and 
Hi, True Believers! ITEM! Everyone was screaming, Stuart Immonen. ‘Tom stressed that 
As | wirite this, fate in June, most of Amer- | "What the shock!” this past April 10, asthe MEGAZINES offer "a lot of pages |B 
g| 2s still reeling in shock due to the incredible, | 2099 assistant editor Lia Pelosi got fof your money, featuring the cream of Jf 
f| headline-grabbing story of the temible accusa- | married to Justin Nesbit, a book he crop of Marvel's history. 
f tions levelled against a man whom everyone | designer for Neuworth and Associates, We'll clue you in on the other |i 
‘considered one of our nation's greatest athlet- | Lia told us the wedding went smoothly, MEGAZINE when it debuts in a couple 
ic heroes. except when “Justin went the wrong weeks! 
{t got me thinking about the true definition | way on a one-way street!” Fortunately ITEM: This just in! An update of the 
of the word hero, t's so easy to make a hero | he didn't march the wrong way down NeW dates and places for the merely 
out of anyone who excels at something we | the aisle! Lia is confident her mariage Magnificent mighty Marvel Mega-Tours: 
wish we could do. From the most popular | “will ast until at least 2099!" ‘coming your way this summer. This list 
rock stars, f0 glamorous actors and actresses, | ITEMI If you're looking for Public feplaces the one printed in this space a 
to champion prizefighters, baseball players, | Enemy #1, you need look no further few Weoks back. First up is the New 
astronauts, comic book artists — the list is | than the halls of Mighty Marvell ut York/New Jersey show on August 
endless. We find people who are the best at | there's no need to contact the FB, 20th at the Meadowiands Convention 
what they do, people who have become | Marveloids — the Public Enemy we're Center, Then there's Los Angeles on 
wealthy and famous, whose deeds are as well | talking about is the mege-popular rap August 27th at the LA Hilton & Towers, 
known to us as our own names, and we begin | group! Chuck D, the lead singer of We're in Dallas on September 3 at the 
to idolize them; we put them on pedestals and | P.E., stopped by'the Marvel offices Ailington Convention Center. Finally on 
make role madele of them, recently in preparation for his forthcom- September 24th the tour stops in 
In most cases, there's no harm in doing | ing comic from the Marvel Music line, Chicago at McCormick Place. If you 
that. As the success of our own comic books | Chuck D signed autographs for the Want to see a passe! of Marvel's cre- 
fil proves, people seem to want heroes. in fact, | guys and gals in the Bullpen, who are alive types and cool comics dealers 
the public seems to have a desperate need for | public friends of Public Enemy! under one roof, gt in on some Mega- 
them, especially in difficult times like these. Marvel Music editor Mort Todd Tourist action! 
But yet, it seems to me that there's one | reveals that Chuck D is “a big fan 
Jmportant fact which many of us tend to over- | of Marvel, and of SHIELD in partic- J 
{o0k. The true, genuine heroes inlfe are often | ular!" It should come as no sur- oe - 
unrecognized and unheralded. {s anyone | prise, then, that the Public Enemy | SPIDER-MAN MEGAZINE #1 
‘more heroic than a father who spends hour | comic will be SHIELD-inspired, ON SALE NOW!!! 
after hour, day after day, working at a thank- | featuring Chuck D and his posse 
Jess job in order to eam enough to send his | as a top secret spy organization in 
children to school, so that they may have a | Aical Mortis optimistic about the 
better life than he? Is anyone more heroic | project, saying, “Chuck D is going 
than a mother who cooks and cleans and | to put'the same excitement into 
takes care of het family, giving all her atten- | this comic that he puts into every 
tion, her love, her very life, year after year for | record he records and produces!" 
the Sake of those she loves? Is anyone more | Be on the lookout for the Pub- 
heroic than the cop on the beat, the nelghbor- | lic Enemy comic, later this year! 
hhood fireman, or the servicemen and women | ITEM! This month marks the 
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to give thelr ves if need be for our protection | monthly mags offering 96 pages 
and safety? How about the teacher in an | of classic stories for only $2.95) 
Svercrowded school, the doctor tolling ina First up is the SPIDER-MAN 
free clinic, the minister, priest or rabbi always | MEGAZINE, which debuts this 
there to help, to advise, to console, week. Editor Tom Brevoort 
It's fun to read about heroes in the press or | promises that intially, each issue 
comics, but let's never forget the real, unsung | of SPIDER-MAN MEGAZINE will 
heroes who live among ys; the people who | reprint two issues from the classic 
help thelr fellow human beings in so many | Roger Stemn/John Romita Jr. run 
‘ways, with no hope of glory or reward. it's the | of AMAZING SPIDER-MAN, one 
People themselves, those who, despite count- | issue of MARVEL TEAM-UP (rom 
fess temptations, ive honorable, decent lives | issue #1 on up), and one tale from 
with io: malice in their hearts, ‘They ate the | the legendary Lee/Ditko run of 
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Each issue of SPIDER-MAN 
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Dear Thundarstrike, 

finally know who Bloodaxe isl! 
Its taken me 9 issues to figure it out, but 
now I know! It's Doctor Gary Paretsky 
and fl explain why. At first, I thought it 
was Bobby Steele because the axe was 
found in @ locker room and him being a 
football star, he'd have access to one. 
‘Then | realized that doctors have a locker 
room to change in. He was also at the 
party in Issue #9. Before you say that's 
not enough evidence, let me go on. On 
page 15, panel 6, you see a shadow 
silhouette figure. lt matches the outline of 
Doctor Paretsky. Plus, | think you're 
giving us a clue in the panel above, when 
the figure says, "This party may be what 
the Doctor ordered!” So that eliminates 
Bobby Steele, Jackie, his ex-wife, Ed 
(Kevin's teacher), Tina and Jerry Saprist, 
his co-workers and even Samantha, his 
roomate who would've found the axe a lot 
sooner since the person was drawn to it. 
Tell me I'm tight on the money. 

I've enjoyed reading Thunderstrike 
since issue #1 and have liked Eric 
Masterson since he temporary took over 
for Thor. The artwork is excellent and the 
storylines are great. Keep up the good 
work. So until Bloodaxe goes to Hair 
(Club for Men, make mine Marvell 

Chris Goguen 
20 Andrew Street 
Cambridge, MA 02139 


Congratulations, Chris; you're 
Fight on the money! Or are you? Your 
‘evidence certainly seems conclusive, 
‘and Paretsky is currently the leading 
suspect in our search for the truth. Of 
course, Tom and Ron are the masters 
of obfuscation—just ask anyone who 
knows them! 


Dear Strikers, 


THUNDERSTRIKE continues to 
impress, and issues #9 and #10 are no 
exception. The entire creative team 
should be proud of their efforts so far. 

Bloodaxe knows Masterson's 
identity! As if Eric didn't have enough 
reasons to be paranoid, what with his 
personal life, not to mention this being a 
hero thing. If Eric is any kind of sleuth, 
however, it won't take him long to figure 
out that Bloodaxe is Dr. Paretsky! That's 
my prediction based on the available 
clues. Thanks for the clues, by the way. 

In regards to the "razzing the 
rookie" issue, | realize that some people 
are tired of seeing it. But Thunderstrike is 
‘iil getting his feet wet in the hero game, 
even though he has put in some time as 
Thor. | think there is a justification for 
“razing the rookie" because some of the 
other players (like Cap) realize the need 
for Masterson to learn about coordinated 


efforts, and that Thunderstrike has 
extreme potential. Despite his recent 
entry into the hero game, people have 
been amazed at his capabilities. Just ask 
Dr. Strange, War Machine, and Silver 
Surfer about that time in SECRET 
DEFENDERS when Eric pounded 
‘Nebula's supergoons into lunch meat. So 
when Eric makes a snafu it causes 
double consternation on the part of 
teammates who have to count on him to 
perform, because the higher the high 
points, the lower the low points seem. 

{vote for a new letters page title, 
and | have a few suggestions: "Mace 
Media,” *Master Strokes,” and "All That 
and @ Leather Jacket," Whaddya think, 
‘eh? 


‘The Zepster 
401 Stannage Ave. #7 
‘Aibany, CA 94706 


Thanks for the thoughts, 
tHieories and suggestions, Zeppy (can 
we call you that?) Your analysis of 
the "razzing the rookie" situation is 
right on the money (catchy, huh?), and 
Erie will eventually be as much a pro 
jesides, when 
you're a member of the Avengers, you 
tend to pick up things In a hurry—or 
end up destroyed. 


Hey Ralph, 

Don't do it. Do not change the title 
of the book. As Im sure you'l remember, 
in THE MIGHTY THOR #459, it was Odin 
himself who gave Thunderstrike his new. 
identity. | don't think i's a good idea to go 
messing with decisions made by Odin. 
It's a good way to get oneself into trouble. 
''m sure Thunderstrike is very proud of 
his title and its association with THE 
MIGHTY THOR. 

As for the letters page title, | vote 
for keeping it the same. You know what 
they say, “if it ain't broke, don't fix it.” 
Keep up the good work. 

Greg Young 
(Address withheld by request) 


Hmmm. You came out of this 
one only half right, Greg. We're 
planning to change our letters page 
title (If you folks demand It), but we're 
not changing the name of the book or 
its lead character. Odin may have 
given Thunderstrike his moniker, but 
Ron titled this page, and he ain't halt 
as bad as Odin (excluding his breath, 
of course), 


To you, O mighty thunderers who reign 
on high, 
My vote goes with John Panno, 
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who wrote in last issue. Thunderstrike is 
a new creation, and while Eric and his 
alter-ego do show definite signs of 
influence from the mighty flying guy with 
Wings on his head, the letters page title 
should be a new creation as well. Ot 
John's suggestions, my favorite Is "The 
Maca ‘n Diction Line.” 

However, | think "THUNDER- 
STRIKE" is a damn good name for a guy 
with a hammer and thunder powers. 
Besides, after Eric has gone through all 
the trouble to get his fellow Avengers and 
the public to realize that he Is not Thor, it 
would be stupid for him to change it 
again. 

I think you guys are taking Eric in 
new and exciting directions. Bloodaxe, 
Marcy, Kevin, Jackle and all the other 
supporting characters make for fine 
stories time after time. Just one quibble: 
if you guys like Code: Blue so much, give 
‘em thair own limited series; don't let 
them take over the whole comic and 
detract from Eric and his problems. 

Hank Pym was right in issue #9; 
having a secret identity along with your 
super hero life can be horrible (just ask 
Peter Parker), Eric is all the stronger for 
trying it. 

David Gould 
776 Argyle Road 
Brooklyn, NY. 11230 


From your introduction to your 
closing phrase, your letter was most 
inspiring, David. Thanks a whole lot! 
To reiterate, we're not, not, not, not, 
changing the title of the book or hero, 
Just the letters page (et least you didn't 
want the title to change). 

* Code: Blue will be getting their 
‘own limited series by Roy "I've written 
verything” Thomas, with art by Larry 

/e penciled a few things” Alexander 
and Charles "Inking Is in my blood” 
Barnett, the third. 


NEXT ISSUE: It's so deadly, it 
could destroy New York, so Important, 
S.HJLE.LD. will stop’ at nothing to get 
It, and so unstable, that only Eric 
would be dumb enough to go after it. 
PLUS: Introducing the bizarre villainy 
of the Bison, and a guest appearance 
by Cage (and you thought 
Nostradamus was exciting)! 


